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the ascent and rarely experienced temperatures below 0° (F.). The 
wind was fearful and but for the possession of Arctic ' parkas ' the 
party could hardly have proceeded higher than 20,000 ft. A.s related 
elsewhere (pp. 160-1), they unfortunately suffered much from frost
bite. Communicated. 

(It is hoped to publish a full account of this very remarkable ascent 
later. Ed~:tor.] 

VARIOUS EXPEDITIONS. 

Bernese Oberland. 

GsPALTENHORN, 3442 m. = 11,293 ft. By the S. face and E. 
arete. September 5, 1932. Herr 0. Brugger with Hans Kohler,'jun.1 

• 

Photo, A. Klopfenstein.] 

GSPALTENHORN, S. FACE, SHOWING 1932 ROUTE. 

Leaving Obersteinberg at 03.00, the party attained bergschrund at 
base of S. face at 06.30. They climbed up to the depression between 
the Tschingelspitz (3318 m.) and Gspaltenhorn. Thence they 
climbed the E. arete of the latter to the foot of first great gendarme 
(approximately route of the Gysi-Mottet party, 'S.A.C.J.,' 1918, 
p. 67), which they turned by the S. slope. They descended into the 
S. couloir (Hasler's route 'A.J.' 21, 232-3, with illustration) at 

1 Of Meiringen, said to be one of the very best of young Oberland 
guides. 
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08.30. They then ascended this very difficult and dangerous 
couloir, attaining the gap in the E. (or S.E.) arete above the second 
great gendarme at 11.30 and the summit of Gspaltenhorn at 12.00. 

[Herren Gottfried Michel and 0. Brugger with Hans Kohler had 
tried this E. arete previously in 1930 and 1932. On this last attempt 
the party climbed the lower gendarme, first ascended to my 
knowledge by Jean Bernet, who made the second ascent of the 
Rote Zahne, S.W., arete of Gspaltenhorn.2 But having met with a 
mishap and lost much time in descending into the gap between the 
two great gendarmes, they retraced their steps and decided to turn 
the two gendarmes on the S. side. The route is not new : like our 
ascent of the Jungfrau,3 1932, it is just a very interesting combina
tion of previous routes. By reason of rotten rocks and great danger 
of falling stones, there is no risk of the route ever becoming 
fashionable.] 

H. L. 
BIETSCHHORN, 3953 m. 12,970 ft. (3934 m.). By the N. arete 
attained from the W. August 7, 1932. Herren W. Stosser and 
F. Kast.4 

The W. (strictly W.N.W.) face is composed in its lower third of 
the steep and crevassed Ne~t Glacier, flattening out in the middle 
portion into the nearly level 'N est neve giving access thence to the 
N. arete by the 1859 route and in its upper third cut off by cliffs 
at the base, by the extremely steep ice slope leading upwards 
towards the summit-ridge. This slope degenerates into a kind of 
ice gully before attaining the junction of the N. and W. aretes. 

The first party took to the Nest Glacier at a height of about 
2600 m. in its lower and level portions. The way to the cut-off in 
the ice cliffs above was explored and marked in the early hours of 
the previous day, as the ice slope above must be attacked as early 
as possible owing to the danger of ice and stone avalanches. This 
naturally entails a night ascent of the Nest Glacier. 

Leaving the Bietschhorn hut at 02.00, the Nest Glacier was 
attained at 02.30 and mounted practically by its centre. The ice 
cliff was reached at 05.00 and climbed with great difficulty in the 
mjddle (ice pitons). Thence the route led upwards over easier 
slopes, soon degenerating into very steep ice, straight up to the 
junction of theN. and W. aretes, 11.30. Along theN. arete to the 
top, 12.00. 

No steps were cut throughout, the party 'securing' themselves 
with ice pitons, rope-length by rope-length. 5 Communicated. 

2 A.J. 32, 385-8. 3 A.J. 44, 325-7. 
4 See A.J. 44, 325 . 

• 
5 See A.J. 41, 434-5, 43, 406-7, and 44, 348-9, for accidents 

directly attributable to similar methods of progression. Of. Die 
Technik schwersten Eisfah.rten (Munich: Rother, 1932), by the late 
L. Maduschka, who unfortunately lost his life in 1932 while exploit
ing his usual reckless proceedings. 

• 
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